GRADUATION PROJECT – Research Step #2 

Identify all possible sources, and select the BEST.

A minimum of 5 sources should be used for the research paper. Use a variety of sources.

Use the chart below to track the different sources you use. Write the title in the spaces provided to guide your research.
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	Primary Sources
	Books
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	Use at least 3 periodicals
	Use at least 1 Primary Source
	Use at least 1 book
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	CATEGORY
	TYPES OF SOURCES

	

	Periodicals 


	· Journals

· written by scholars, in-depth articles, peer-reviewed, statistics, graphs, footnotes and bibliography may provide additional sources
· Magazines

· written by journalists, general overview of a current event (more detailed than newspaper), photos, statistical info
· Newspapers

· written by journalists, summary of event, statistical info, immediate news coverage, editorials


	

	Primary Sources

	A first hand or eyewitness account

· Interview with an expert on the topic

· Original government documents, court cases, laws, bills, reports, etc.

· Original financial records, reports, meeting minutes

· Original research data

· Autobiography, memoir, diary, journal

	

	Books 

(do not use encyclopedias)
	· Detailed analysis, multiple viewpoints portrayed, additional resources can be found in bibliography

	

	Websites
	· Can be written by anyone, needs to be critically evaluated, good for government info.

	
	


Total Sources must be at least 5 (at least 3 periodicals, 1 Primary Source, and 1 book). Add more sources if needed after meeting the minimum. For a 6-8 page paper you will likely need more than 5 sources.





Total Sources – must be 5 or more








